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Figure 7. Density of skeletal �bres per cross-sectional area of branches for A. fulva and A. cauliformis that were collected from their home habitat of 
the coral reef as well as a�er the same genotypes had grown for 4 years among mangrove prop roots. All �bres that were severed in cu�ing the section 
were counted for �ve sections in each of four sponges representing each species-by-habitat combination. A, density is signi�cantly di�erent, by the 
Wilcoxon rank-sum test (all measurements within each species-by-habitat category were combined for the rankings), within species between habitats 
(P < .01 for both species), and between species within habitats (P < .01 for the reef, P < .001 for the mangroves); B, A. cauliformis skeletal meshes; 
C, A. fulva skeletal meshes; D, data points plo�ed individually to show the variation within and between sponge individuals. In spite of the signi�cant 
di�erences between species in each habitat, the overlap between species suggests caution in use of this as a diagnostic character.
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