




THE MYCOPLASMAS


	1.	Related to Low GC Gram Positive Bacteria


	2.	No cell wall – no peptidoglycan 


	3.	Slow growing, fastidious, many pathogens


	4.	Smallest known cellular genomes





SPIROCHAETES


	1.	A separate phylum of the Bacteria


		a.	three families and 13 genera


		b.	many species,  many pathogens


	2.	Shape is distinctive


	3.	Outer sheath and axial filaments (periplasmic 	flagella)





CHLAMYDIA 


	1.	 A separate phylum of the Bacteria 	


	2.	All obligate intracellular parasites – small, 	  	  flexible cells – small genomes


	3.    No peptidoglycan – proteinaceous cell wall


	3.	Distinctive growth cycle:


		a.	elementary and reticulate bodies.


		b.	Alternate:   extracellular -- intracellular 


		c.	Only elementary body (extracellular form) 		is infectious


		d.	An energy parasite
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