CAUSES OF DEATH - WORLDWIDE - 1990*
RANK
   CAUSE OF DEATH      NUMBERS  

    AGENT

                          (millions)

1.
ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE
6.3

2.
STROKES
4.4

3.
LRT INFECTIONS
4.3
Influenza, S. pneum.

4.
DIARRHEAL DISEASE
2.9
Rotavirus, Enterics





    V. cholerae

5.
PERINATAL DISORDERS
2.4

6.
CHRONIC PULMONARY DISEASE
2.2

7.
TUBERCULOSIS (NON-AIDS)
2.0
M. tuberculosis


8.
MEASLES
1.1
Measles virus

9.
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
0.99

10.
LUNG CANCERS
0.95

11.
MALARIA
0.86
Plasmodium sp.

12.
SELF-INFLICTED INJURIES
0.79

13.
CIRRHOSIS OF THE LIVER
0.78
(Hepatitis viruses)

14.
STOMACH CANCER
0.75

15.
BIRTH DEFECTS
0.59
(Rubella & CMV)

16.
DIABETES MELLITUS
0.57

17.
VIOLENCE (NON-WAR)
0.56

18.
TETANUS
0.54
C. tetani

19.
NEPHRITIS
0.54

20.
DROWNING
0.50

21.
WAR
0.50

22.
LIVER CANCER
0.50
(Hepatitis B virus)

30.
AIDS
0.31
HIV-1


             TOTAL DEATHS    50.40

*  Reported in the Lancet, May, 1997

CAUSES OF DEATH - USA - 1999†
RANK
   CAUSE OF DEATH      NUMBERS  

    AGENT

                          (thousands)

1.
HEART DISEASE
725

2.
MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS
549

3.
CEREBROVASCULAR DISEASES
167


4.
CHRONIC PULMONARY DISEASE
124


5.
ACCIDENTS
 98

6.
DIABETES MELLITUS
 68

7.
INFULENZA & PNEUMONIA (LRTIs)
 64
Influenza, S. pneum.


8.
ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
 45


9.
NEPHRITIS, NEPHORSIS
 36

10.
SEPTICEMIA
 31
Bacterial sp.

11.
SELF-INFLICTED INJURIES 
 29


12.
CIRRHOSIS OF THE LIVER
 26
(hepatitis viruses)

13.
PRIMARY HYPERTENSION (RENAL)
 17

14.
HOMICIDE
 17

15.
AORTIC ANEURYSM
 16

16.
ALL OTHER CAUSES*
379


                                           TOTAL             2,391
†   Source: CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, 
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*   AIDS ranked 18th with 14,802 deaths 

