AMELIORATE/ALLEVIATE
Note:  Throughout, an asterisk (*) marks each incorrect example.

"To ameliorate" means to improve, to make better.

"To alleviate" literally means "to lighten"; it means to lessen, relieve, or remove a danger or adverse circumstance.

When Jane caught pneumonia, she was in a dangerous situation.  Her doctor prescribed drugs that cured the pneumonia, therefore removing the danger and improving her situation.  In that case, we write


The drugs alleviated her pneumonia, alleviated the danger, and ameliorated her situation.

We do not write


*The drugs ameliorated her pneumonia.


*The drugs ameliorated the danger.

Why would suffering from "better pneumonia" or being in "better danger" be an improvement for the patient?!


*The drugs alleviated the situation.

The drugs did not lighten or remove her situation (how could one's situation be removed; one is always in some situation); they improved it.

In the same way, we would write 

"A coat of paint ameliorated the building's appearance and alleviated its fungus problem."


"Diligent study ameliorated his grades and alleviated his risk of failure."
