RESCUE/ALLEVIATE
Note:  Throughout, an asterisk (*) marks each incorrect example.

"To rescue" means to remove from danger or adverse circumstances.  Its direct object is the victim of the danger or adverse circumstances.
"To alleviate" means (literally) "to lighten"; it means to lessen, relieve, or remove a danger or adverse circumstance.  Its direct object is the danger or adverse circumstance.
When Snidely Whiplash ("the villain") ties Nell ("the heroine") to the railroad tracks ("the danger/adverse circumstance"), Dudley Doright ("the hero") arrives to resolve the situation.  He unties Nell and removes her from danger.  In this situation, we write


He rescued Nell!  He alleviated the danger!

We do not write


*He rescued the danger!

When treatment A (the villain) produces, in a cell or clone (the heroine), a lethal mutation (the danger/adverse mutation), treatment B (the hero) arrives to resolve the situation.  It counteracts the lethal effects of the mutation, permitting the cell or clone to survive.  In this situation, we write

Treatment B rescued the cell (or clone).  It alleviated the lethal effects.

We do not write 


*Treatment B rescued the lethal effects.
