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I was born in Bogor (formerly Buitenzorg), Indonesia (formerly Dutch East Indies), in January 1925.  I finished high school in 1942 and was thereafter imprisoned for 3+ years in 4 Japanese concentration camps.


After the Japanese surrender, I travelled to The Netherlands and began my study in chemistry in June 1946 at the University of Utrecht, Utrecht, Netherlands.  I obtained a (cum laude) bachelor's degree ("kandidaats" degree) in both Physical Chemistry and Organic Chemistry in May 1948.  I entered graduate school but had to break off my studies in September because I was called up for military duty.  I spent 2 years in the Dutch Military Defense Laboratory where I was involved in the production of nerve gases.


In August of 1950 I was released from the army and continued my chemistry studies in Utrecht.  I obtained the "doctorandus" degree (all course work for a PH degree minus the Dissertation) cum laude in May 1952 minoring in Biochemistry and in Plant Physiology.


In that year I married Stine Smit.  We have 2 children.


I accepted a research position in the Philips Research Laboratories, Eindhoven, Netherlands.  In 1957 I began writing a Doctoral Dissertation (see publication list for that period) but dropped that because I was asked by Dr. Albert Kelner to join his group as a postdoctoral fellow.  The directors of the Philips Laboratory gave me a generous leave of absence.  I worked for one year with Dr. Kelner (1957–1958) in the Biology Department of Brandeis University.

I then spent another year as a postdoctoral fellow at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Biology Division, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, after which I accepted an offer by Dr. E. Pollard to work in his group in the Department of Biophysics, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut.  Philips allowed me 5 months for the latter.


Back with Philips I wrote my doctoral dissertation on the work done in the USA.  I received a cum laude degree.  I believe that my dissertation is the first Dutch one about a molecular genetic subject.


In 1962 Dr. M. Kasha invited me to become for one year a visiting research professor at the Institute of Molecular Biophysics.  I returned to The Netherlands in 1963 and then accepted a 1965 FSU offer to join the faculty of the Department of Biological Science as an associate professor.  In 1974 I was promoted to full professor.


I have received a number of requests for giving seminars, colloquia, etc. but I have not kept a record of them.
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